Covid Policies
A Small World Preschool
In accordance with Department of Health Executive Directive No. 21-004, issued May 26, 2021, and consistent with the reopening recommendations promulgated by the Department of Health, the Department of Children and Families is issuing the following standards for child care centers and family child care homes, which shall take effect immediately.
Screening and Admittance
 All parents are going to indicate verbally at drop off that their child does not have a temperature or symptoms related to COVID 19. If a parent is unable screen the child. The center staff will self-screen upon entrance. 
Self-screen symptoms are: 
· Fever equal to or higher than 100.4oF
· Symptoms of contagious illness 
· If the child has been exposed to someone with known COVID-19
· If the child is being tested for COVID-19
· If the child has been diagnosed with COVID-19 and not yet cleared to discontinue isolation

All children and staff will continue to be screened by the center arrival the center will document in daily log of entry health screenings and attendance 5.26.2021. 
Persons who have a fever of 100.4 (38.00C) or above, or other signs of COVID-19 illness as outlined in the Department of Health COVID-19 Public Health Recommendations for Operating Child Care Facilities, shall not be admitted to the facility. Centers shall advise and encourage parents to be on the alert for signs of illness in their children and to keep them home when they are sick.
Staff who have been fully vaccinated, as defined by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, are not required to remain home or quarantine based on exposure to COVID-19 as long as they are asymptomatic.
Children are not need to be screened a second time when they arrive at childcare programs that operate in public schools and receive children directly from the school.

Face Masks
Parents are not required to wear masks during dropping off and pickup as long as they are not entering the building unless the center has a policy requiring masks. However, now that parents are permitted to enter the center, they need to be screened and masked upon entry.

Masks for children are strongly encouraged but not required. 

Staff shall be required to wear masks at all times in indoor and outdoor settings unless precluded from doing so by a medical or developmental condition documented in a letter from the staff member’s treating physician, or when impracticable, such as when the individual is eating or drinking. When engaging in activities that preclude mask usage (e.g. eating or drinking), staff shall maintain at least six feet of distance between themselves and other persons.
During the summer, hot temperatures may exacerbate discomfort caused by face masks, and, though there is no indication that masks increase risk of heat related illness, their use by children may make it 
difficult for staff to observe symptoms of potential heat related illness. Recognizing that, the following rules shall apply when the outdoor temperature at a center exceeds 80 degrees Fahrenheit:
· Staff and children shall be permitted to remove masks while outdoors, provided that social distancing of at least 6 feet between groups is maintained.
· Staff caring for children under 5 years old shall have a mask on their person at all times in anticipation of a child needing to be lifted, carried, or otherwise interacted with at a distance of less than 6 feet. 
· While outdoors, centers shall ensure that children and staff have access to drinking water in a non-communal manner (e.g. using individual water bottles, cups, or other individual and non-shared containers).
Visitors 
Visitors to the center, including parents, third party service providers (e.g. therapists, tutors), contractors, inspectors, and all other non-emergency personnel must be subject to the same symptom screening as children and staff before being admitted to the center.
Parents are not permitted to enter the center at drop off or pick up, but this practice is strongly discouraged. 
Visitors to the center must adhere to the same masking requirements as staff.
Tours for prospective clients are permissible during the day, but those tour groups must wear masks, be screened for Covid symptoms, be required to maintain distance from children at all times and be limited to a number that avoids congregation in the facility. If possible, tours should not enter classrooms and observe operations from hallways Tours should not exceed 30 minutes.
Special events requiring the attendance of parents and other visitors, including graduation ceremonies, are permissible in outdoor spaces. These events should be held in areas separated from non-participating children and staff.
*The written policy on COVID-19 screening must be provided upon adoption or revision to all parents and staff members.
We appreciate your continued support and collaboration. You may help us by being watchful but prudent in your approach to dealing with this health issue.
A Small World Preschool


